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MEMORARDUM OF GROAMTZATION AMD PUNCTION 


_ 2 Orgmvizetion end Function of the Office of the 
| General Counsel, Central Intelligence Agency 


1. MISSION. The General Counsel 1s responsible for all legal affairs 
and for legel aspects of all legislation affecting the Agency. 


2. ORGAIXZATION. 
tte The Office of the Generel Counsel was placed in 1950 


paper. Otherwise, the Office is organized generally in the 
See et ee 


special requests of certein components. Thus, one senior 
lawyer is normally occupied full tine with logistics 
mettiers, particularly procurement end contract problems, 
but the various attorneys ore rotated in and out of this 
duty to prevent specinlization. 

a. Classification of initial sppointments is based on 
a combination of etucation, background, and legal experience. 
Promotion is based on demonstrated ability to epply legal 
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Agency. The theory of the organization is to maintain a 
emall group of experienced general practitions’S any ove 


agencies since 1944. Theis biographical sketches ani 
those of other senior attorneys are attached as Appendix A. 


ef the Ageny, problems encoutered cover 


dew. No attenpt be made to give a complete description, 


but an indication of some of the problems: peculiar to this 
Agency is set forth belows 


b. Within the Agency there are sany protless normal to 
to this Agency by the Congresse In the eld of personnel, 
there is for consideration the Director's authority, when he 
deems it in the national interest, to any enployee 


ec. In the fiscal field the Congress gave the Agency 


very wide powers, thereby cranting many 45 Jak problems. 
qhe norm) lavs and regulations applying to pa tion, 
ae : 
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expenditure, certifiewtion, accounting, Lapsed approoriat 

end eiailar technical mutters must be es ae 
hecessery to meet the special requirements of this Agency. 
fhe question of the need for and the extent of euch ad dustment 
is frequently for sousideration by this Office. am 


ad. The great bulk of the work of the Offices of the 
pa egnera ous a out of covert eetivities, Se 
ae - Me Here every type of le 
problem eriees end this Office is revponsible for is 
not only on the internal aspects but also om the outside 
legal implications of Agemey activities carriad out through 
Government facilities. This, an agent's cover contractual 


ft. ‘In all its especta, internal and external the 
Offices of the Generel Counsel perforas n purely state 
funetion. It has no command or directive responsibilities, 
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LAWRENCE A. BGUs'TON 
Generel Counsel 
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